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SIA News — January 25, 2007

FORENSIC VIDEO: The Key to a Successful Terror Defense

Another attack may be inevitable, but CCTV can help make sure we catch the bad guys.

By Grant Fredericks, Analyst, Forensic Video Solutions

Horror on a commuter train and security cameras capture it all.

Three bombs explode in a New York Subway, trapping over a thousand 
commuters in the smoke-filled cavern created by the collapse of two 
primary tunnels. Initial estimates are fifty dead and hundreds injured or 
missing.

While first responders and emergency managers initiate rescue and 
containment operations onsite, the investigation into who planted the 
explosives has already begun in DHS Command and Control rooms around 
the nation. The US Department of Homeland Security's National Response 
Plan (NRP) has automatically kicked in. Summoning a massive and 
coordinated reaction from a host of governmental agencies, including the 
Central Intelligence Agency and the Department of Defense, the NRP also draws additional 
resources from local, state and national law enforcement organizations from throughout the 
country.

A terror attack on the New York Subway System is one of many scenarios played out in 
emergency management exercises each year in the U.S. In the event of an actual attack on 
American soil, victim recovery would soon give way to evidence collection, intelligence analysis 
and eventual suspect identification and apprehension.

By everyone's estimate, the most likely first source of definitive identification evidence will come 
from video cameras. With over twelve million CCTV systems operating in the U.S. today, each 
employing anywhere from one to hundreds of cameras, video is clearly the most prolific evidence 
collection resource available to law enforcement and is also high on the federal government's list 
of targeted evidence acquisition in the event of a terrorist attack.

The July 7, 2005 London bombing investigation was testament to the effectiveness of video 
surveillance, but with over 6,000 video sources seized in the aftermath, analysts still do not 
believe they have found all of the images of the terrorists, even a year and a half later. The 
massive job of sifting through video evidence and examining the contents of so many tapes and 
digital files overwhelmed British analysts. But in America, video analysts have a solution.

The Law Enforcement & Emergency Services Video Association (www.leva.org) and the University 
of Indianapolis have established the first Forensic Video Processing Command Center in the 
country. Standing ready to receive and process thousands of video exhibits in the event of a major 
incident, the Center doubles as the nation's only Forensic Video Analysis Training Lab for law 
enforcement. The lab, currently under construction, boasts twenty dTective video analysis 
workstations from Ocean Systems, powered by Avid Technology Media Composers.

"There is no other comparable facility of its kind anywhere in the world" says Jan Garvin, LEVA 
vice president for forensic video training.

dTective is used by over 1,000 law enforcement agencies throughout the country to process video 
evidence. To facilitate the potential massive requirements of a large scale London-type 
investigation, the dTective workstations are tied together with an Avid Technology LANshare 
system, allowing a cooperative interoperable workflow among workstations, analysts and 
investigators.
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This month, the Department of Justice and the International Association of Chiefs of Police (IACP) 
announced their own support of video analysis in the US. The DOJ and the IACP are establishing 
four Regional Forensic Video Labs strategically situated throughout the country to assist local and 
state agencies in processing and managing video related evidence. The DOJ/IACP initiative, which 
will also use the dTective forensic video system in each of the regions, hopes to link the 1,000 
local agencies that process video cases in order to share information about unsolved cases and 
criminal trends where video evidence is seized. The LEVA training facility at the University of 
Indianapolis will provide training for the new Regional Forensic Video Labs.

Since June of 2000, LEVA has trained over 900 law enforcement video analysts from throughout 
the world in temporary video training facilities. Analysts from the UK, Singapore, Bulgaria, Italy, 
Finland, Canada and other countries have trained alongside video analysts from U.S. Federal 
Agencies including the FBI, NSA, DEA, ATF and the Department of Defense.

The new Forensic Video Training Lab and Command Center is a one-stop facility providing training 
and analysis for both analog and digital video evidence. Although LEVA's mandate is to provide 
advanced video technology training to law enforcement specialists, it does offer a limited number 
of training seats to the private sector. The civilian training seat allocation is primarily intended to 
offer a unique opportunity for CCTV companies to learn firsthand about the needs of video 
analysts and the courts.

LEVA's forensic video training programs are hot news in a post 9/11 world and have garnered 
significant national news attention from CNN, Fox News and Good Morning America. ABC's 20/20 
program profiled the LEVA training lab in a feature story on the proliferation of video cameras in 
our society and on the efforts employed by law enforcement to examine video evidence. The 
LEVA/University of Indianapolis Forensic Video Processing Command Center's official opening 
occurs February 26, 2007, with a full compliment of government video analysts and what is 
expected to be a host of media coverage.

The New York Metropolitan Transit Authority is closing its 'terrorist vulnerability gap' with a 
three-year, $212 million contract to install surveillance cameras and motion sensors. The 1,000 
new cameras, combined with the countless other anti-terrorism initiatives underway in the city's 
subway system, make the system a much more challenging target for terrorists. As critical 
infrastructure throughout the country relies more heavily on visual security systems to prevent 
attacks and detect suspicious activity, terrorism experts and government officials warn that 
another terrorist attack in the U.S. is inevitable. With the exponential increase in video 
surveillance throughout the country, the LEVA Forensic Video Processing Command Center may be 
on the front lines in the next war on terror.

A former police officer, the author is universally regarded as a pioneer in the field of forensic 
video. He continues to consult for law enforcement agencies in high-profile homicide cases, is a 
regular commentator for national cable and network television news outlets, and conducts major 
crime training seminars throughout North and South America and the United Kingdom. His current 
company is based in Spokane, Washington.

LEVA Sponsorship Opportunities Available!

The Law Enforcement & Emergency Services Video Association (LEVA) is unveiling its
Digital Multimedia Evidence Processing Lab on February 26. It is the first facility of its 
kind in North America.

LEVA is offering the private sector the opportunity to sponsor any of the twenty 
workstations populating the Lab.

Each sponsor will have quality signage recognizing their contribution, affixed to the 
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respective workstation in plain view.

Sponsorship rates are:
One year: $5,000
Two years: $7,500
Four years: $10,000

The first class to use the Lab will begin February 26. There will be significant media 
attention for the ribbon cutting, as well as attendance by local and state government 
officials.

You should move quickly on this unique opportunity for maximum exposure!

Interested parties should contact Jan Garvin for further details:

Mr. Jan Garvin
LEVA Forensic Video Training VP
training@leva.org
(540) 842-1742
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